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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-32 (canceled) 

33. (new): A method for minimizing undesirable telemarking calls to subscriber 
telephone lines, comprising the steps of: 

establishing a subscription base of a plurality of subscriber telephone lines; 

obtaining a calling party identification for an incoming call to a selected phone 
line of a subscriber in the subscription base before the call is allowed to ring through to 
the selected phone v line; 

comparing the calling party identification with a telemarketing database 
containing a plurality of telemarketing telephone numbers to determine if there is a 
match between the. calling party identification and any of the plurality of telemarketing 
telephone numbers; and then: 

if there is a match, either taking a preselected action other than 
completing the call to the selected phone line on completing the incoming call if an 
. override condition is set, or 

f if there is no match, completing the incoming call, keeping a record of the 

calling party identification, allowing the subscriber to designate the incoming call as a 
telemarketing telephone number, and adding the calling party identification into the 
telemarketing databa se if a preselected criterion for addition is met once more than one 

^ subscriber identifies the poter^Qejemarketing phone lin e as a (^otentiaptelemarketing 
> phone line. r 

\ YUj 34. (new): A method as recited in claim 33, wherein a portion of the plurality of 
telemarketing telephone numbers in the telemarketing database is periodically deleted 
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and numbers in said portion are then again added to the telemarketing database once 
the preselected criterion for addition has been met. 

^ 35. (new): A method as recited in claim 34, wherein the telemarketing 
database includes telephone numbers from more than one area code. 

36. (new): A method as recited in claim 33, wherein a party other than the 
subscriber or the caller can set the override condition. 

37. (new): A method as recited in claim 33, comprising the further step of: 

allowing the subscriber to access a customized subscriber database via a 
computer and selectively vary one or more override conditions for at least one 
telephone number contained within the customized subscriber database, wherein the 
customized subscriber database is generated, at least in part, from the telemarketing 
database. 

38. (new): A method as recited in claim 33, wherein the subscriber is allowed 
to selectively vary an override condition for a selected group of telephone numbers. 

^ 39. (new): A public switched telephone network with an anti-telemarketing 
feature, comprising: 

a network telephony system; 

a subscription base of a plurality of subscriber phone lines from at least two area 
codes connected by the network telephony system; 

a logical telemarketing database containing a plurality of telemarketing phone 
lines from at least two area codes; 

a subscriber telemarketing identification mechanism that allows a subscriber to 
identify a calling party identification as a potential telemarketing phone line; 
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telemarketing identification logic that adds the po^tjaU^r^ 
to the logical telemarketing database as one of the plurality of telemarketing phone lines 
if a preselected criterion for addition is met once more than one subscriber identifies the 
potential telemarkethigphor^^ as a p otential telemark eting phone line; and 

a control system that takes a preselected action other than completing a call from 
one of the plurality of telemarketing phone lines to one of the plurality of subscriber 
phone lines when an incoming call to any of the plurality of subscriber phone lines is 
identified as being from any of the plurality of telemarketing phone lines and an override 
condition is not set. 



40. (new) An anti-telemarketing system for use in a public switched telephone 
network, comprising: 

a subscription base of a plurality of subscriber phone lines; 

a logical telemarketing database containing a plurality of telemarketing phone 

lines; 

a subscriber telemarketing identification mechanism that allows a subscriber to 
identify a calling party identification as a potential telemarketing phone line; 
>~ a telemarketing identification mechanism that can add an identified potential 
telemarketing phone line to the logical telemarketing database as one of the plurality of 
telemarketing phone lines if a preselected criterion for addition is met once more than 
one subscriber identifies(^^pi^ phone line as a potential 

telemarketin g phon e line; and 

a control system that takes a preselected action other than completing a call from 
one of the plurality of telemarketing phone lines to one of the plurality of subscriber 
phone lines when the call is identified as originating from one of the plurality of 
telemarketing phone lines. 



